A0 | THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER | TUESDAY, FEB. 18, 2020

C | INQUIRER.COM

OPINIO

inquirer.com/opinion

o @Phillylnquirer

COMMENTARY

Support technical education

By Glen R. Mort

n Pennsylvania and through-

out the country, there is an in-

creasing focus on the need for

career and techni-

cal education in order to en-

sure that future workers are well

equipped to meet the economic
needs of the 2ist century.

With total student loan debt at an

all-time high of $1.4 trillion, accord-

ment. Too frequently, career and
technical schools come under fire
for not producing results, like gradu-
ates going on to full-time jobs, and
are often perceived as not meeting
expected student outcomes.
Accreditation, however, is one
way to weed out the bad actors and
to provide students, families, and
taxpayers with a level of assurance
that these schools are providing a
quality education. It can also help

holistic way, supplementing student
testing data to provide a more com-
plete measure of performance, and
chart a strategic, realistic course for
continuous school improvement.
In addition, Middle States accredi-
tation is unique in that it requires
career and technical schools to
meet a 70-70-70 threshold. That
means at least 70% of students

en field, and 70% must have
secured a job in their field of

the cost of a traditional
four-year college educa-
tion is unaffordable for
many students and fami-
lies, and that an alterna-
tive path to the workforce
is necessary.

There is little question
that high-quality career
and technical programs
can provide students with
life-changing opportuni-
ties that may not other-
wise be available to them,
and can play a critical role
in helping America’s em-
ployers access a skilled
workforce.

Pennsylvania offers
more than 1700 career
and technical programs in over 200
schools serving thousands of stu-
dents across the commonwealth,
and that number is likely to grow
exponentially in the coming years.

As we celebrate Career and Tech-
nical Education Month, Gov. Tom
Wolf and his administration, along
with the General Assembly, should
be commended for their commit-
ment to career and technical educa-
tion. Over two years, the governor
has secured $70 million for the
PAsmart initiative, which aims to
create the strongest workforce in
the nation.

As the state continues to invest
millions of taxpayer dollars to sup-
port career readiness, it is impera-
tive that career and technical pro-
grams be held to the highest stan-
dards of accountability and achieve-
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confirm that these institutions are
operating in a fiscally sound man-
ner, and equipping students with ca-
reer readiness skills that lead to job
placement and success in their cho-
sen fields.

Elementary and Secondary Schools,
an organization I help lead, is a mul-
tifaceted, peer review evaluation
that schools and school systems, in-
cluding career and technical second-
ary and post-secondary schools, vol-
untarily use to demonstrate they
are meeting a defined set of re-
search-based performance stan-
dards.

The 12 Middle States standards —

ine schools and school systems in a

are -paying jobs, en-
abling graduates to earn a
sustainable wage.

Case in point: Across the
nation 30 million jobs offer-
ing an average salary of
$55,000 a year do not re-
quire a bachelor’s degree, ac-
cording to a 2018 report by
the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education. More-
over, 27% of young workers
with licenses and certificates
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It also ensures that employers
have access to a qualified and thriv-
ing workforce that is necessary to
keep America’s economy strong
and competitive.

Glen R. Mort is the vice president of
accreditation for the Middle States
Association Commissions on
Elementary and Secondary Schools,
based in Philadelphia.



